PABAY (SKYE)(H5) PLACE-NAME INVENTORY

(Parish of Strath)

Kristján Ahronson

GUIDE TO ENTRIES

Entries formatted for the Scottish Place-Name Database, with the consultation of Simon Taylor.

PLACE-NAME *#~[TAB][PARISH] [SITE CLASSIFICATION] [NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE] [CERTAINY LEVEL 1-5] [ALTITUDE] [ASPECT/DRAINAGE]


Place-name 1804 Heather/Hebrides

Forbes derives Place-name from the ON plat, n, ‘trick or hoax’ (Forbes 1923:56).

* = not listed on Ordnance Survey Pathfinder

~ = linear feature

[PARISH] = 3-letter abbreviation, ex: STH for Strath

Site Classification Codes:

A 
Antiquity
Co 
Coastal
E
Ecclesiastical
I
Island
V
Vegetation

W
Water (not Coastal)
Certainty Level:

1 – certain

2 – assumed

3 – within 1km in each direction

4 – within 5km in each direction

5 – vague (whole island or parish)

Aspect/Drainage = South-West Facing (SWF), West Facing (WEF), …

Abbreviations (in chronological order)

Atlas Novus Skia = J Blaeu 1654.  Atlas Novus.  Amsterdam.

Keulen = Gerard van Keulen 1734?.  Nieuwe paskaart van de West Kust van Schotland, de Lewys Eylanden en de noord Kust van Yrland.  In I van Keulen 1734, De Niewe Groote Ligtende Zee-Fakkel.  Location:  BM, Bod, NLS, RGS.

Huddart = Joseph Huddart 1794.  A new chart of the West coast of Scotland from the point of Ardnamurchan to Cape Wrath.  In J Huddart 1794, The North-about Navigator, London.

Heather/Hebrides = William Heather 1804.  “A new and improved chart of the Hebrides or Lewis Islands and adjacent coast of Scotland from the Mull of Cantire to Cape Wrath”. Location: BM, NLS.

Thomson/Skye = John Thomson 1824.  Skye Island &c.  In John Thomson 1832, Atlas of Scotland, Edinburgh. 

Scot W = 1886.  Scotland: West Coast. [Admiralty Chart no 2635].  Location: NLS.

PARISH INFORMATION

“Strath, also known as Kilchrist in Strathsworsdale (OS Pathf. form Strath Suardal), the church was one of the 12 parish kirks of Skye (Monro, Western Isles, 37). The church appears as an independent parsonage in the early 15th c., but the appearance of the incumbent as a canon in 1450 would appear to indicate that the church had become a prebend of the Isles, following upon an attempt of 1433 to erect a chapter for that bishopric (CPL vii, 461; viii, 100; RS 289, 253; 444, 154). This attempt appears to have failed, however, and although presentations to the parsonage and vicarage continue in the 16th c., the parsonage appertained in 1561 to the abbot of Iona, while the bishop of the Isles had his customary third of the teinds (RSS i nos. 1115, 1719; Coll. de Rebus Alban., 3).” (Cowan 1967:190)

“Strath.  Kilcrist in Askimilruby – Church of Strath called Cristiskirk – Keilchrist in Strathawradall – Kilchrist – Strath.


This parish includes the district of Skye known as Strathswordale or Strath Mhic Ionmhuinn (MacKinnon’s Strath), and the islands Scalpa, Longa, Pabba, and a few of smaller size.  It is bounded on the west by the Coolin (or Cuillin) hills, 3000 feet above sea level, and stretching from the head of Loch Scavaig on the south to the head of Loch Sligichan on the north.  It has numerous lakes, and at its west end north from Loch Scavaig are the lake of Coiruisge (or Coriskin), studded with green islands and surrounded with steep ragged rocks, and the famous spar cave of strathaird.


…There are the remains of chapels … on the island of Pabba.” (Bannatyne Club, Origines Parochiales Scotiae 1854:343-6)

“Strath.  The low-lying level land between hills.  A strath is larger in extent than a glen, a broad valley with a river runnig through it.  This particular strath is one of the parishes of Skye …


The present parish of Strath was formerly known as ‘Kilchrist’, Cille Chriosd, Christ’s cell or church, the old church being formerly at Loch Chriosd, near the centre of the parish.  In 1833 Strath had two other places of worship.


…Four chapels, or the ruins thereof, are here, viz., Aisk, Kilbride, Kilmori, and in the island of Pabba, in Scalpa, attached to this parish, other similar ruins may be seen.  But of greater interest and antiquity there stands on the modern glebe, an immense mass of granite, finely poised on a smooth level rock; this is called generally ‘Clach na h-Anaid’, the store of the Annat, or … the ‘Mother’ church …


Many celebrated clerics and laymen were connected with Strath from the time of Abbot McKinnon, who succeeded Columba in Iona; this abbot was drowned; an account of his death is given in the ‘Queen’s Wake’, by Hogg.


Strath is well supplied with good stone, and is famed for marble of different hues; this marble has been in use for many centuries, and entered into the construction of many notable buildings at home and abroad; among the stones is limestone in considerable quantity, and that at Broadford, which includes an entire mountain, viz., Benn an Dubhaich, is generally called ‘the Strath marble’ or ‘Durness limestone’ …


This district is familiarly spoken of as ‘Srath nam Bo’, strath of the kine, while Ossian called or named it ‘Srath of the Coolins’, and here, as tradition gives it, six thousand deer were slain by three thousand hounds.  Another title is ‘srath nam Faochag’, strath of the whelks or buckies, which furnish the nick-name of the ‘The Whelks’ to its people.  Strath share with sleat in possessing a large number of rare ferns and other wild-growing plants, among which are the Erinocaulon septangulare and Dryas octopetala.


…The Mackinnons were also closely connected with the island of Mull, and it was to those resident there that the nickname of ‘Na Faochagan’ is applied …” (Forbes 1923:412-5)

PLACE-NAME INVENTORY

PABAY ~
STH I NG672270 1 28m


Paba 1654 Atlas Novus Skia


Paba 1734? Keulen


Pabbay 1794 Huddart


Pabbay I. 1804 Heather/Hebrides [I. = Island]


Pabba 1824 Thomson/Skye


Paba 1886 Scot W


Pabay 1881 OS 6 inch first edn.


Pabay 1988 OS Pathf


Pabay 1997 OS Landranger

“Pabba, Pabbay, Papa, etc.  Father (monk or priest) island; Norse pap and ey or papar, father, etc.; Gaelic celi De ceile; Latin servi Dei, both meaning servants of God; spelled also Pabra, which is given as near Beakish, Strath, and north of Kyleakin.  Pabba forms a breakwater to Broadford Bay, lies low, and is of a mossy green meadow nature.  Dean Monro mentions it specially.


There are three Pabbas at least; this particular one is famed for petrified fish found on its shores, also for fossils and petrifications generally; it contains an ancient burying-ground and chapel, all in ruins.” (Forbes 1923:272)

“Pabay.  109.  At the shore of Sky forsaid, lyes ane Ile callit Pabay neyre ane myle in lenthe, full of woodes, guid for fishing and a maine shelter for thieves and cut-throats, it pertains to McKynnoun.” (Monro 1549:283)

SHELL BEACH
STH Co NG675278 1 0m NOF


Shell Beach 1988 OS Pathf


Shell Beach 1997 OS Landranger

FORD
STH W NG675277 1 8m

Ford 1988 OS Pathf    

LION ROCK
STH Co NG679275 1 0m NEF

Lion Rock 1988 OS Pathf

CHAPEL (REMS OF)
STH AE N674265 1 0m SOF

Chapel (Ruins of) 1882 OS 6 inch first edn.

Chapel (rems of) 1988 OS Pathf   


Chapel 1997 OS Landranger

JETTY
STH CoO NG671264 1 0m SOF

Jetty 1988 OS Pathf

Jetty 1997 OS Pathf    

AN GOBHLACH
STH Co NG668261 1 0m SWF


An Gobhlach 1882 OS 6 inch first edn.


An Gobhlach 1988 OS Pathf


An Gobhlach 1997 OS Landranger

Gaelic gòbhlach (Dwelly 1901) ‘forked, pronged’, thus ‘The Forked One’, probably referring to the promontory.

GRAVE YARD (DISUSED) *
STH E NG673264 2 0m SEF


Grave Yard (Disused) 1876x1882 OS 6 inch first edn.

MOSS *~
STH V NG677269 10m


Moss 1882 OS 6 inch first edn.

Relates to SE quarter of Pabay.

